Z1y1 Zhang, a China's Gift to Hollywood!

Trong phim Thép Dién Mai Phuc, Chuong T{ Di (Zhang Ziyi & F 14) da cd dip biéu
dién tai nghé cia mot k§ nit xudt sdc ma vii diéu 18y y tir bai hat cua Ly Dién Nién
ddi Han Vi D& (140-86 BC):

Han Viét:

Bac phuong hitu giai nhan
Tuyét thé nhi doc lap

Nhat c6 khuynh nhéan thanh
Tai c6 khuynh nhan quéc

Khai bat tri

Khuynh thanh dir khuynh quéc
Giai nhan nan tai dac.

Nghia:

Phuang Béc cé ngudi dep

birng riéng tuyét vai, khéng so dudc

Li€c mot cai lam nghiéng thanh cua ngudi
Li€c cai nita lam nghiéng nudc clua ngudi
L& nao khong biét

Nghiéng thanh, nghiéng nudc

Ngudi dep kho gap lai.

Pung vay, Chudng Tu Di chinh |a ngudi dep nhat thé gidi hién nay! Danh sach cac
giai thudng kich nghé, vii, va dién anh cta T Di qua dai dé liét ké & bai nay. T Di
d3 va dang ndi ti€ng vang ltrng kh&p cac quéc gia A chau, dic biét la tai ba x(f Tau:
luc dia, Hong Kong, va Taipei, khi€n co da "hét dat dung v3", nay chi con Hollywood
ma thoéi - ddy méi 1a 1anh vuc thir thach thuc sy cho mot ngdi sao day trién vong nhu
Chuang T Di.

budc vinh danh bdi Time Magazine la mot trong 100 ngudi cé anh hudng nhat trén
thé gidi, bdi People Magazine la moét trong 50 nit nhan dep nhat thé gigi va méi day
t& Newsweek, s6 ra ngay 9 thang 5, 2005, dang hinh Ién trang bia véi cac phu chd
nhu: "Dien vién Ziyi Zhang, gucgng mat mdi cia Trung quéc, nét dep chét ngudi,
minh tinh ndng bdng nhat cia mua He, v.v. (Actress Ziyi Zhang, the face of a new
China, deadly beauty, Summer's hottest stars, etc.). Van dé dat ra la Chugng T Di
c6 thé tré thanh mét ngdi sao dién anh quéc té khdng ?

Michael Barker, mét trong cac Chu Tich ciia hdng Sony Pictures Classics, tin rang cac
nir dién vién nhu Chudng TU Di - sé dudc xem qua phim Wong Kar-Wai's "2046", du
tru chi€u trong thang 12, 2005, phéng tac tur phim "HGi ky cua mét ky n" - c6 thé
bdo trudc su tai xuat hién clua thdi dai ng6i sao quoc t€. Ong néi, "Pa cd thdi, cach
nay nhiéu thé hé, c6 cac ngdi sao dién anh nhu Sophia Loren hodc Marcello
Mastroianni, nhung ngay nay thay vi dén tur'Y hay Phap, cac ngbi sao dién anh dén
tir A chau. Thét ra, giong nhu Catherine Deneuve, Ziyi c6 cung nét trinh dién, va cé
mot sdc dep tu nhién." Ziyi con cb thé tiéu diét hang trdm nam nhan trong mét tran
d&u kiém ma khdng t8n mot giot md hdi. Ngay ca Catherine Deneuve khdng thé lam
dugc.



(Page 37, Newsweek, 5/9/2005: Michael Barker believes that actresses like Ziyi
Zhang - who will be seen next in Wong Kar-Wai's "2046", followed in December by
the long-awaited film adaptation of "Memoirs of a
Geisha" - may presage a return to an era of
international stardom, "There was a time ,
decades ago, when movie stars included people
like Sophia Loren or Marcello Mastroianni," he
says, "Now, instead of coming from Italy and
France, the movie stars are coming from Asia.
Ziyi, really, is like Catherine Deneuve, she has
that same presence, and a beauty that is pure."
She can also annihilate hundred of men in a
sword fight without breaking a sweat. Even

Deneuve couldn't do that.)

Theo tai liéu trén internet thi Chuong TU Di sinh ngay 9-2-1979 tai Béc Kinh, Trung
quéc. Cha la mot nha kinh t€, me la moét gido vién day mau gido. Gia dinh khuyén
khich T Di hoc nhay va thé duc th&m my. Khi T& Di 11 tudi, c6 dudc nhan vao Hoc
Vién Vi Bac Kinh. Theo hoc thanh céng trong b6n ndam, dugc clp Vi Nhan Dén
Trung Qudc trong ky thi Vi NI Tré Qudc Gia.

Tuy con dudng vii cé nhiéu h&ra hen nhung dén ndm 15 tudi, T& Di cdm thdy that
vong nén chuyén qua kich nghé. Vi vay, Tu Di ghi tén theo hoc tai Vién Kich Nghé
Trung Uong tai Bac Kinh. Day la Iic T& Di dong phim dau tién. Sau d6é Tu Di tré nén
ndi ti€ng: cé dudc mdi quang cdo dau gdi dau do Truong Nghé Muu Iam Giam Péc.

Khi quay phim Pudng vé nha, Truogng Nghé Muu da chon TU Di trong ca ngan Ung
vién dé déng vai Zhao Di, mét thi€u nif yéu mot gido vién. TU Di doat giai Bach Hoa
khi déng phim nay.

Cach nay sau nam, Chudng Tu Di dudc biét nhiéu qua phim Phuc Hé, Tang Long
(Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon) - lic b8y gi cd ding 20 tudi. Khi xem va viét bai
diém phim ndy vao ndm 2002, tdi da nhan xét ngay réng "nhiéu ngudi nghi Thu Lién
(ti'c Phuc H& do Michelle Yeoh ddng) la vai chinh nhung téi cho réng Jen (tc Tang
Long do Chuadng T« Di déng) mdi la vai chinh. Tai sao ? Tai vi c6 da dién xuat rat tu
nhién tur vai mot ti€u thu vén ndng nay, hay gidn hdn (girlish petulance) thanh mot
ngudi chin chan v6i mot y chi sét d4. Trong canh lam tinh véi Hac Van (Dark Cloud),
to6i khong thay cb co nét ngugng ngap thong thudng hay thdy & cac tai tir A chdu. CoO
da co thé dap Ung dudc thi hi€u cha khan giad Hoa Ky, "ggi duc" véi cdc dudng cong
than thé, phdi hop véi cac lugn séng troi 1én, sup xudng cua bai cat sa mac tao nén
lién tudng ky thu trong Iong ngudi xem.

i‘j{f Trong phim Anh Hing (Hero % ##, do Truong Nghé
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Muu Zhang Yimou 5k 2 % dao dien, cung déng vdi
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trung thanh va déng thdi cling la ngudi yéu su phu

R mot cach d&m dusi. Pay nudc mat va dau thuong,
Chuong T& Di da dién xuat mot cach tot buc sic
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manh cua tinh yéu!

Gan day, Trudng Nghé Muu cho ra mat mét cuén phim ki€m hiép ky tinh dudc ciu
tric rat cong phu: Thap Dién Mai Phuc (Shi Mian Mai Fu + M 3£ {R House of Flying
Daggers), trong dé Chuang TU Di thd vai chinh (Tiéu Mudi, Mei). Dao dién Truong
Nghé Muu cho biét:

"Toi bat dau lam phim Thép Dién Mai Phuc cing moét IGc quay phim Anh Hang. Toi
mudn cé mot loai chuyén kiém hiép khac thong & dé khai thac t6i da tiém ndng cua
thé loai nay. Gidng nhu su that vé cac chuyén kiém hiép, phim Thép Dién Mai Phuc
hoan toan Ia sdn phdm cla tudng tugng. Téi mudn cé tinh hién dai trong phim, trinh
bay mdt chuyén tinh duong thdi mang tinh chat khac véi cac chuyén tinh c6 dién
Trung qudc '. Va sau dd, tiém cac yéu t6 chién ddu d& nhdn manh chuyén tinh Iang
man nay. Diéu quan trong doi vdi toi la lam mot cai gi mdi trong loai phim ki€ém hiép
cb truyén."

(Zhang Yimou on the origins of this film: "I
began working on it at the same time I was
shooting Hero. I wanted a different kind of
martial arts story so as to explore the full
potential of the genre. As is true for most of
the martial arts novels, the story is totally
an invention of imagination. I wanted more
modernism in my film, present a
contemporary love story that takes different
turns than Chinese classical love stories.
And then inject elements of action to
punctuate this romantic saga. It was very
important for me to do something new with
a traditional martial arts film."

Diéu gi mdi dé l1a thay d6i ndi dung cua thé loai phim kiém hiép, pha trén cac yéu té
chién dau, phiéu luu va lang man chung véi nhau trong Thap Dién Mai Phuc. Thuc
ra, quan diém nay cta Trudng Nghé Muu nham dap Ung tiém thic chién dau
(action), phiéu luu (adventure) va tudng tugng (imagination) vén &n sdu xa trong
tadm tu cua moi ngudi; dong thdi cling bo qua cac cong phu vo thuat cung tinh chét
triét ly thdm sdu ma dai da sd khan gia khong thé cam nhan dugc! NGi cach khac,
phim nhdm dap (ng thi hi€u tho thién cla khan gia Hoa Ky: chién ddu (action) va
tinh duc (sex). Theo 6ng, "DPay la mé6t chuyén tinh, nhung cling la mét loai phim
ki€m hiép dudi hinh thirc trudng thién ti€u thuyét diém tinh va vudt thai gian. Phim
dan khan gia di tir xc déng dén dam mé cda tinh yéu. Ban sé thdy ba ngudi dau
kh& nhu thé& nao khi yéu ngudi khac va ho chiu dung nhu thé& nao khi yéu. Tinh yéu
xé nat chung ta, nhung ching ta san sang hy sinh moi thir cho tinh yéu.

(According to the director, "It's a love story, but also a martial arts film in the form
of a romantic and timeless saga. The film takes the viewer on an emotional journey
into the heart of passion. You'll see how three people suffer because of their love for

1 chuyén tinh c8 dién Trung qudc ludn ludn cé chung cudc dep, sum vay, khdng bi ly tan hodc d6 v&.



the other and how much they can endure. Love tears us apart, yet we are ready to
sacrifice everything for it.")

Xét su dap ’ng cua gidi thudng ngoan dién anh Hoa Ky trong han 30 nam qua thi
viéc xdm nhép cta phim va tai tir Tau chua han dé dang! Cac loai phim cong phu
thoat dau c6 phan h&p dan, thi du nhu loat phim cta Ly Ti€u Long (Tinh V3 Mdn,
budng Son Pai Huynh, Manh Long Qua Giang)
nhung sau dé cac tai t& nhu: thanh Long, Chéau
Nhuén Phat, Ly Lién Kiét, ké ca tuyét sic giai
nhan Cang Lgi - nay da vui vé séng & phudng
bong, 1dy chdng, thinh thoang déng vai phim. Tat
ca da khdng "néi" Ién dudc trong thi trudng phim
Hoa Ky.

Céach nay vai thang, tai Dai Hoi Dién Anh
Telluride, theo I3i cua Michael Barker, mot trong
cac Chu Tich cua hang Sony Pictures Classics,
"Chuong TU Di da sg gan chét, nghi rang c6 khong
cach nao so dudc véi cac nit dién vién xuét sic
nhu Joan Allen, Ellen Barkin, Laura Linney va
Annette Bening."

(Just a few months ago, 26-year-old actress Ziyi
found herself on a panel at the Telluride Film
Festival, seated beside Joan Allen, Ellen Barkin,
Laura Linney and Annette Bening. "Ziyi was
scared to death," says Michael Barker, co-
president of Sony Pictures Classics, "She thought,
"There's no way I can compare with these great actresses.")

Dudi su dan dt ddy sdng tao cua nha dao dién cu phach Truong Nghé Muu, vdi ¢
gdng trau d6i Anh ngit, vdi tinh khiém nhudng, v3i sdc dep tu nhién va véi nang



khi€u ddc biét vé ca, v, nhac, kich thi chdc chdn Chuong T Di s& gilt mét vai tro
dot pha (breakthrough role) tir thi trudng phim anh A chau vao phuong Tay. Sau
Cung Lgi, Chuong T« Di chinh la "mdén qua cta Trung qudc cho Hollywood."




